CASE STUDY: Sustainable Energy Research

[image: image1.png]



The Challenge
Companies around the world are currently exploring 
alternative ways of producing  electricity in a more 
sustainable and environmentally friendly way.

Granite Power, a Sydney based geothermal  
technology company approached TUNRA, 
The Commercial Arm of The University of Newcastle

 to assist them further develop their 
emerging geothermal energy technologies.
The Solution

 TUNRA assisted Granite Power develop a research program that harnessed the geothermal expertise in the University of Newcastle.  An outcome of the contracted research was a patentable, novel solution of a heat generator which has the potential to generate electricity without any greenhouse gas and has long term benefit for the environment and community. Whilst conducting the research on geothermal power, the researchers also discovered a method for desalination of salt water.
TUNRA through the process worked closely with both Granite Power and the researchers in providing patenting and intellectual property protection advice, whilst managing the commercial development of the technology.  As a novel technology was being developed, Granite Power with assistance from TUNRA was able to take access vital Government funding. This financial leverage has provided enhanced research and development resources to be focused on the technology. 
Benefits to Client
The engagement of researchers at The University of Newcastle, through TUNRA, led to a number of benefits to Granite Power:

- TUNRA used its existing relationships with geothermal experts to assist Granite Power in quickly defining and developing a research program that met its technical and commercial needs. The program resulted in an innovative and patentable technology which was commercialised and licensed to Granite Power.

- An unexpected novel technology for desalination of salt water was also developed as a result of the research on geothermal energy. This is also available to Granite Power  for commercialisation.

- TUNRA was able to provide Granite Power with a packaged project solution including expert opinion, testing facilities, legal support, market research and links to potential investors.
- In addition, TUNRA was able to provide a comprehensive package of other services including IP protection, contract development, project management and financial. 
Energy Related Capabilities

Through is links to the world-class researchers and facilities at the University of Newcastle, TUNRA is able to provide industry a number of energy related capabilities:
- Clean coal technologies

- Transportation Fuels and energy conversion
- Renewable Energy Systems

- Energy and the Environment

(others see PRC brochure)
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